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Objectives for today

Inform about the eCOVID19 
Recommendation Map and how 
we can make actionable 
statements understandable



covid19.recmap.org

• Map & appraise all covid19 recommendations (broad scope)

• Users can adapt the recommendation to their context

CIHR FRN VR4-172741 & GA3-177732



Purpose
eCOVID-19 living recommendations map

 Provide decision-makers and other stakeholders (including the public) with:
• an easy-to-navigate
• living 
• freely accessible 
• electronic platform 
• that includes all available trustworthy COVID-19 recommendations and allows for 

easy contextualization

 Identifying COVID-19 recommendations, critically appraise them, and make 
them available for contextualization and implementation by decision-
makers across the globe

 Build on work done for WHO global tuberculosis recommendations

 International team



Partners



Recommendations list view





Recommendations grid view





Identifying guidelines on COVID19: how we do it?

API call & web scraping - daily
• ECRI Clinical Guidelines

• PAHO BIGG (GRADE guidelines)

• NICE

• WHO

• G-I-N Library

Bibliographic databases - daily
• Ovid PubMed

• Searches prefiltered by HIRU team

Grey literature sources – bimonthly
• CDC, ECDC, PHAC, CTFPHC, SIGN, COVID-NMA

Translation
• International network
• Cochrane TaskExchange





Personal contacts – partners
• Researchers

• Guideline developers

• Global groups (e.g., other Cochrane groups)

Living through
June 2022+
Check for updates



Researchers on our team 

extract, code, and post 57
recommendations to the map,  

including language translators,
who collectively 

participate from  

countries
19

website visits 

from 165
countries

Presentations 

delivered or planned 

nationally and 

internationally since 

funding start  

32

Publications 

regarding the 

RecMap to date in     

J Clin Epi, Ann Intern 

Med, The Lancet 

Global Health, and 

The Cochrane 

Library, with more 

underway

7

Activity update







Evidence to Decision 
Criteria 



Different types of decisions





Adaptations undertaken: South Africa
• July 2021: National recommendations – heparin use in COVID-19 

patients w/o suspected VTE

• American Society of Hematology recommendations as base
• Updated evidence base: emerging data ongoing

• Used contextual factors from ASH guideline

• Webinars in coming weeks for SA healthcare providers to disseminate 
recommendations



Adaptations undertaken: Brazil

• National recommendations – management of COVID-19 in hospitalized 
patients

• 3 recommendations adopted as-is

• 10 recommendations adapted to Brazilian setting

• 2 new recommendations were developed

• Publications forthcoming



Adaptations undertaken: Czech Republic

• National Guideline Task Force (MOH, national medical societies, etc)

• Using map to identify & adapt 50 recommendations

• Diagnosis and management of COVID-19, such as
• antiviral and antibody therapies

• patient monitoring

• perinatal care

• use of chest imaging



Canadian Rheumatology Association

• May 2021

• Vaccine recommendations for patients with autoimmune rheumatic 
disease

• Developed using evidence on map

• Contributed back to map





Plain Language Recommendations (PLRs)

- Easy to-read summaries of published and quality-
checked recommendations

- Balanced statements that include an explanation of the 
recommendation, what is means for the public

- PLR are derived from leading guideline development 
organizations & include a link to the underlying evidence 
and their rationale

- Based on GIN-Public Toolkit and GRADE format of plain 
language recommendations

• Information that is 
personalised

• Strength of recommendations
• Amount and credibility of the 

information
• Formatting



Plain language recommendations (PLR)

• Prioritization process
• Work with citizens

• Researchers draft & check
• Citizen editors review
• Medical editor review

• 25 translators for 13 
languages

• 34 currently on the map







But are we doing this right?



Plain Language 
Recommendation Trial



Overview of current work

I. Qualitative Work

• Targeting 3 groups: Adults, 
Parents and Adolescents

• Co-developing with CITIZENS 
first draft of PLRs

• Consultation workshops to 
obtain feedback on PLR 
templates

• Pilot-testing PLRs to finalize 
templates to be tested in RCTs

II. Overarching RCT

• Finalizing the methodology to 
test PLRs

• Setting priority topics to test 
for each group

III. 3 RCTs in different target 
groups

• 3 sites trials, one for each 
target group

• Primary outcome: 
Understanding- correct 
comprehension of key findings

• Secondary outcomes: 
Accessibility, Satisfaction and 
Preference



Invitation to CITIZENS

Adults Parents Adolescents

Demographic Background

12-16 years old 17-21 years old

PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format

Understanding

Accessibility

Satisfaction

Understanding

Accessibility

Satisfaction

Understanding

Accessibility

Satisfaction

Understanding

Accessibility

Satisfaction

Disclosure of other recommendation format

PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format PLR Format SLR* Format

Preference Preference Preference Preference

* Standard 
Language 
Recommendation



RecMap as a model



Other recommendation mapping products

Launched World TB Day 2021

CADTH evidence and KM tools
tuberculosis.cadth.ca

https://who.tuberculosis.recmap.org/recommendations



Contacts
Holger Schunemann, holger.schunemann@mcmaster.ca

@schunemann_mac

Tamara Lotfi, lotfit@mcmaster.ca

mailto:holger.schunemann@mcmaster.ca
mailto:lotfit@mcmaster.ca

